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 RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 18th March 2025, 

7.00pm in Rodmell Village Hall. 

Members in Attendance: Cllrs Smart, Toye, Wettern and Hickey. 

Members not in Attendance: Cllrs Bentley, Dishington, Rathbone. Others Present: Clerk and RFO Lorna Thwaites. 

Members of the Public in Attendance:  5.  Questions RECEIVED from the Public:  Fundraising at the playground 

was raised and the question asked if a local resident could be approached for funding towards the playground; CIL 

funding and support in completing a funding application was also raised;  a proposal to create a wildflower area around 

the newly restored fingerpost was made - at Stanmer Park there is a wildflower project and plugs are for sale at £2 a 

plug if bought as part of their conservation project; electricity at the pavilion – a document has been submitted to the 

Parish Council which is a request to add an industrial grade socket on the side of the pavilion building – for use at 

outside events requiring electricity; this would improves safety; the Horticultural Society have offered to fund so there 

would be no cost to the Parish Council.  

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  RECEIVED and ACCEPTED from Cllrs Bentley, Dishington and Rathbone; the Council 

AGREED that Cllr Smart would act as Chair for the meeting. 

2. NO DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS WERE RECEIVED AND NO REQUESTS FOR A DISPENSATION WITH 

RESPECT TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA, as required by the Members Code of Conduct.  

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  The meeting was paused, and a correction was made to the minutes 

removing Cllr Bentley as being in attendance; the meeting resumed and the minutes of the ordinary meeting of 

Rodmell Parish Council held on 21st January 2025 were RESOLVED to be a correct record and were signed by the 

Chair.  

4. FINANCE/ADMIN: 

4.1 February payments were RATIFIED, March payments were APPROVED, and the bank reconciliation was 

RECEIVED.  

4.2 The EDF repayment of credit of £278.32 and the change to a variable billing schedule was NOTED.  

4.3 The date of the internal audit with S.Webb has not yet been received; the Council NOTED the Clerk’s advice 

the additional hours may be required of the Clerk for this audit.  

4.4 The hosting of Rodmell.net will be moved as soon as all cllrs have switched to their new email addresses. 

4.5 Dates booked for 2025-6 parish council meetings are confirmed and on the website; Cllr Toye will add to the 

noticeboard when all cllrs have switched their email addresses.  

4.6 Several allotment payments have been received; the Clerk was asked to chase outstanding payments. 

5. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: 

5.1 The working group have met to discuss the plans for the Annual Parish Meeting; the Council AGREED they 

did not wish to duplicate last year’s updates; articles are being gathered for the parish newsletter which Cllr 

Rathbone will co-ordinate; all articles need to be sent to Cllr Rathbone by 2nd April; the newsletter will print 

on 16th April, and be delivered to residents on 23rd April; the Council AGREED to hold another working group 

meeting week of 24th March.  

5.2 The content and process for the preparation of the Parish Council newsletter  was AGREED as per minute 

5.1.  

6. 2025-2026 BUDGET AND PRECEPT: 

6.1 The budget for 2025-2026 was SIGNED. 

7. REPORT(S):  

7.1 No reports from Local and District Councillors and the MP for Lewes were received.  

7.2 Reports RECEIVED: 

7.2.1 C7 Project Update: Cllr Toye attended the meeting and has forwarded all information to the 

councillors; the project group is planning to submit a bit for CIL Funding for phase 1 

implementation and have requested letters of support; the Council RESOLVED to write a letter of 

support for the bid.  

7.2.2 No response to the SDNP Local Plan consultation was submitted. 

7.2.3 Devolution briefing meeting attended by Cllrs Dishington and Rathbone: No report received.  

8. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:  

8.1 East Sussex Parishes: South Downs National Park Authority – Cllr Paul Bevan: The Council AGREED that there 

was no current need to invite Cllr Bevan to a meeting of Rodmell Parish Council. 



 
Page 2 of 3 

8.2 Two Issues – H.Whalley (Playground and dog fouling): The Council discussed the issue with dog fouling - in 

Princes Gap 21 clumps of dog mess were recently collected and dog mess has been left by the dog bin 

rather than in it; the Council AGREED to look for signs warning against dog fouling and AGREED to put a 

notice on the RPC Facebook page; the playground will be discussed under item 13.3. 

8.3 James MacCleary M.P, Summer Visit: The Council AGREED to a visit on 31st July and the Clerk was asked to 

find out hall availability and times. 

8.4 East Sussex Rights of Way Access Plan: The Council NOTED that Rodmell Parish Council had completed this 

consultation. 

8.5 Mirror at the top of The Street – C.Orchard: The Council discussed the current mirror and issues of how it 

can mist up; the Council also discussed the request for an additional mirror; the Clerk will investigate costs 

and the procedure with ESH. 

8.6 Enquiry for the hiring of the Cricket Field for a picnic style wedding – C.Orchard: The Clerk was asked for 

contact details and to gain more information from the interested hirer; the Clerk was also asked to check 

the parish council insurance for hirings; the hire fee for Iford Estate Party Field was discussed; the Council 

requested a copy of the cricket fixture list. 

8.7 Purchase of football goal posts - S.Baker: The Council AGREED it did not wish to purchase the goal posts but 

Cllr Dishington to ask them to remove then and to arrange access. 

9. MATTERS ARISING: 

9.1 The fingerpost is now restored; match funding has been received and the vegetation removed by 

Countrymans. 

9.2 Cllr Smart will paint the noticeboard lettering in the Easter holidays. 

9.3 The Council has registered its activities for VE Day 80: The Council AGREED to raise its own flag; the Council 

NOTED the request to sing ‘ I Vow to Thee, My Country’ as the Beacon is lit.  

9.4 Concerns regarding dog fouling in the village were discussed under item 8.2. 

9.5 The Council NOTED that last year’s planting will be repeated unless further volunteers are recruited; a risk 

assessment is being done for Northease Manor School; the volunteers will look at the possibility of planting 

wildflowers around the fingerpost subject to being able to remove the bramble roots; the Council 

RESOLVED to allocate £50 from general reserves to purchase some plugs from Stanmer Park. 

9.6 Cllr Wettern will speak to the owner of the overgrown tree by the bus shelter and council members AGREED 

to meet to remove the overgrown vegetation.  

10. GRASS CUTTING: 

10.1 The risk assessment documents from Countrymans have been RECEIVED.  

10.2 The Council RESOLVED to appoint Aviemore Landscapes to cut the playground for 202 5. 

11. HIGHWAYS: 

11.1 An update on the repairs requested to the Vehicle Activated Speed Signs was RECEIVED: The Traffic Signals 

Manager has advised that the north solar powered sign also requires replacing. ESH are currently assessing 

the situation and discussing potential replacement options for both signs; they do not have a specific 

timeframe for these repairs. 

11.2 With the support of Cllr Sarah Osbourne, the broken Mill Lane/The Street sign is now back in place. 

12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  

12.1 SDNP/25/00723/TCA Proposal: T1- Ash- Cutback to overhanging branches T2- Beech- Removal T3- Prunus- 

Removal/minimisation Location: Old Farm House, The Street, Rodmell, East Sussex, BN7 3HE. The Council 

AGREED a response of NEUTRAL. 

12.2SDNP/25/00757/HOUS Proposal S73A retrospective application for a timber framed outbuilding with 

associated decking to the rear of the property Location: 10 The Paddocks, Rodmell, East Sussex, BN7 3HU. 

The Council AGREED a response of NEUTRAL. 

13. PROJECTS: 

13.1Village Map: 

13.1.1 Planning permission for the map has been submitted; it appears no charges for the application are 

required; pending a response from LDC/SDNP. 

13.2Pavilion and Playing Fields:  

13.2.1 The Legionella testing certificate has been RECEIVED.  

13.2.2 The electrical testing certificate has been RECEIVED. 

13.2.3 A quote for the plumbing works was RECEIVED from Plumbwells; it was felt that as the pavilion is 

currently winterised the plumbing issues aren’t so urgent; smaller jobs could be done over a course 
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of time; the Clerk was asked to contact Plumbwells asking them to quote for the prioritised items; 

the installation of the industrial grade socket on the side of the pavilion was AGREED which will be 

funded by the Horticultural Society and Mr P Toye will kindly install with no cost to the Parish 

Council. 

13.2.4 To DISCUSS the overgrown tree and AGREE actions to be taken. Cllr Toye advised the tree is on the 

cricket pavilion side; the tree needs some pruning and the ivy looking at; most of the problems 

were from the hedge; Cllr Toye AGREED to help tidy up. 

13.3Playground:  

13.3.1 Quotes to repair or replace the Junior Multi Play Unit (MPU) deemed ‘High Risk’ in the safety 

inspection report undertaken by RoSPA Play Safety via LDC were RECEIVED; the Council discussed 

removing the MPU and the Clerk was asked to check the council insurance policy and to clarify 

details of removing the item with Cosmo Construction; the Council discussed funding for the new 

play equipment and RESOLVED that the Parish Council wouldn’t approach any individuals directly 

for funding but would potentially funding could be received via donations; the Council AGREED to 

seek a team of community members to work on or lead the project and funding.   

13.3.2 The Council RESOLVED to hold a public consultation on the playground restoration options on 25th 

March, 4.30 to 7 in Rodmell Village Hall.  

13.3.3 The Council RESOLVED to apply for CIL funding; the Council NOTED that to apply for a grant from 

VEOLIA all relevant quotes and permissions need to be in place.  

13.4Benches: 

13.4.1 The outstanding written permission from 2 landowners to place benches on their land is pending 

subject to a map showing their location; Cllr Wettern will ask Cllr Dishington to mark where they 

will be located on a map and then he will request Mr Robinson to sign the permission letter; when 

signed permission is in place the benches can be ordered. 

13.4.2 The Council did not agree to complete a CIL expression of interest for further benches but to DEFER 

to after the first benches are in place. 

13.5 Website/Social Media: 

13.5.1 The Clerk REQUESTED portrait photos from Cllrs Dishington, Bentley, Wettern and Hickey for the 

RPC website.  

14. NO ADDITIONAL ITEMS WERE PROPOSED FOR THE NEXT MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL.  

15. THE TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL was RECEIVED: The Annual Parish 

Meeting, 8th May at 7pm and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, 20 th May 7pm; both to be held in 

Rodmell Village Hall. 

16. THE MEETING CLOSED at 20.57. 


