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RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL

To RECEIVE questions from the Public:
The first ten minutes are available for public participation before the start of the meeting. During this time, members of
the public may ask questions or make representations, in respect of business on the agenda. Members of the public
may only speak at other points during the meeting if they have knowledge or information that will aid the discussion
and will only speak at the Chairman’s discretion.

AGENDA INFORMATION

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: To receive and accept apologies for absence.
DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FOR A DISPENSATION WITH RESPECT TO
ITEMS ON THE AGENDA, as required by the Members Code of Conduct.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: To RESOLVE that the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Rodmell Parish
Council held on 19™ May 2026 are a correct record and are signed by the Chair.
4, COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH:
4.1 To RESOLVE to allow public participation for item 4.2.
4.2 To hear from Steve O’Connell, Community Speed Watch Officer and AGREE any actions.
5. FINANCE AND ADMIN:
5.1 To RATIFY June & July payments and to RECEIVE and SIGN the bank reconciliations.
5.2 To NOTE the Clerk’s leave in August.
5.3 To RESOLVE to switch electricity supplier for the Pavilion.
Email sent to Council 17 June. | have also now heard from Utility Aid who should come back to me with some
quotes before the meeting. Prices may have changed since this email below:
| have just called EDF business energy to speak with them about their electricity prices. It seems that
Rodmell is currently on a high standing charge.
| asked what the Pavilion can be switched to and they have fixed deals which would provide a standing
charge of .50p per day vs 186p per day. With the unit rate this would bring the Council’s average monthly
bill to about £25 per month based on current usage (annual works out at @£300). Last year the annual cost
of electricity was £581.
Unfortunately, EDF won’t send me any quote as rates are changing daily (so it could be a different price
tomorrow or whenever the council makes it decision) so | can’t forward this onto you. The fixed deals are 12
months, 24 months, 36 months and 48 months. He advised that the standing charge is the same on all these
fixed contracts and there is very little variance on the unit charge,
| have also done a quick comparison site of business elec rates. Based on this | have spoken to YuEnergy
(who were shown to have the cheapest standing charge) and gained the following quote:
7 days’ notice if switching contractor, so prices are from 01 July (but as with EDF prices fluctuate daily and
so may not be quite the same as and when the Council chooses a deal):
1 year contract sc 61.03p and unit rate of 23.9p
2 year contract sc 64.88p and unit rate of 22.892p
3 year contract sc 68.58p and unit rate of 22.478p
An approx. annual cost would be £270.34 (based on the current estimated usage) on the 1 year fixed rate
deal, £282.39 on 2 year deal.
As the pavilion doesn’t have much usage, it seems the lower standing charge is the better option.
The Village Hall uses British Gas so | have made a quote on their website (again prices can vary and are only
valid for today). They seem to offer the cheapest deal as they have the lowest standing charge.
1 year fixed, sc 40 per day unit rate of 29.21p
2 year fixed sc 42p per day unit rate of 28.78p
3 year fixed sc 45p per day unit rate of 28.95
For comparison, annual cost would be £170 for 1 year fixed and £177 for 2 year fixed
| have also sent an email to other clerks to see if anyone can make any recommendations.
Pls can everyone think about how soon it would like to switch — either to a fixed contract with EDF Energy or
another supplier. The next meeting is on 21st July. If clIrs feel prices should be switched before this date,
options are:
To delegate the decision to a councillor such as Oliver as Chair
Agree by email what supplier and ratify at the next meeting in July
Wait and discuss and agree on 21st July.
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Things to consider — which supplier, how long to fix for and when to switch (either the supplier or just a
different contract if staying with EDF).

5.4 To RESOLVE to appoint an internal auditor for 2026-27. The internal auditor has been done voluntarily for
the last 3 years by Mrs S Webb. She no longer wishes to continue doing the audit due to other voluntary
commitments which the audit clashes with. There are not many auditors taking on clients — | can get an
estimate from Mulberry LAS who are used by many parish councils. With the playground project, it is likely
the council will go over the threshold for exemption and will have to submit an external audit too.

5.5 To SIGN the Waste Transfer Notes for each bin. The bin invoices are 3 months in advance. It would be
helpful to agree to put these invoices on direct debit. These transfer notes need to be signed to be returned
to LDC.

5.6 To ADOPT the RPC grant award policy and application form. On website.

REPORT(S): Any written reports to be taken as read.

6.1 To RECEIVE reports from Parish Clirs, Local and District Councillors and the MP for Lewes. Reports from MP
and draft meeting from LDALC AGM are on website.

6.2 Wilder Ouse Conference - Caroline

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: To RECEIVE correspondence and AGREE any actions:

7.1 Cricket Pitch Hire — ClIr Barnell. | would like to hire the Cricket field and access to the pavilion if possible for
my wedding.  Saturday 28th August 2027.

7.2 S.E. Water Problems —S.Carroll. | received a phone call from David Robinson, the farmer at Northease Farm
this morning. (I live at Northease, and the farmer knows me and thinks | am still on the parish council, even
though | often remind him that its George.)

He was upset to have seen the articles in the Sussex Express about the water problems in Rodmell, which
made no mention of the fact that apparently Northease Farm was also affected. As this is a beef farm, he
wanted to point out that a lack of water and low pressure cause considerable difficult to the farm, because -
as he said - bottles of water are not much use for cattle, especially during hot weather and calving - and he
was not offered any form of relief by S.E Water.

| suggested that he phones S.E Water to make these points. | also agreed to alert you to the fact that
Northease farm can also be affected, so that the parish council can take this in to account in future, if/when
it makes representations, statements etc; ie. It isn't only village residents who are affected.

The grazing on Northease farm is on the 'uplands', probably at a similar height to Mill Lane, hence the
pressure issues, | expect.

7.3 Family Church Camp — M.Derrick. I'm making an enquiry with regards to hiring the Rodmell sports field and
pavilion.

We ( St Michael's Church Newhaven & St Leonards Church Denton) are looking for a venue to hold a joint
Church family camp. The days would be a Friday till Monday with in the first 2 weeks of September,
preferably the first weekend in September.

Would you please be able to tell me if this would be possible and the cost to do so?

With regards to numbers without out a confirmed date | would say a max of 14 tents and 1 camper with
appropriately 2 adults and 2 children per tent/camper.

Pavilion, we would like the use of toilets/showers and the kitchen.

There will be no amplified music, only guitar and singing worship songs.

Food, 1 or 2 BBQ's, bacon/sausage sandwich or similar for breakfasts and a basic evening meal made in
kitchen.

Family games such as rounders and similar. May be a tug of war.all facilities use will be fully cleaned after
use and facilities left in a clean condition as found. As well as grounds kept litter free and left ready for next
user.

| will check with rev Mike Milmine to see if the church has some to cover for liability if not | will look to get
liability insurance.

If the cricket club are playing then we would like to book the following Friday through to Monday.

7.4 Opera Function — P.Toye. Permission now agreed directly with the Wetterns. The Summer Show is on
Saturday 15th August.

The subject of public liability is still under discussion with the RHC. We are researching our own policy,
should we not be able to utilise their cover. The other option is to operate the event under the RHC
umbrella, which is also under discussion (simplifies the insurance debate)
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7.5 Parish and District Focus Groups with Sussex PCC and Sussex Police — ESALC. The Office of the Sussex Police
and Crime Commissioner will be running our annual autumn programme of discussion groups across the
county throughout October and November this year.

Around 20 focus groups will be held alongside an online major survey to gather feedback about any
community safety, policing and crime issues that concern you and your constituents.

We would be delighted if you could join us in one of these face-to-face meetings that we will host in
conjunction with ESALC. Our office will meet any costs for venues and refreshments.

We will also be joined by representatives of Sussex Police who will be able to update on local initiatives, and
our office will be able to share the feedback results from previous years for comparison.

ESALC and our office will be in touch with you in August to set up the most suitable locations and dates.

7.6 National Emergency Briefing — N.Myers There was a showing of the film National Emergency Briefing at
the village hall last night (21st May) to which the parish councillors were invited (my email to Oliver on
26th April 2026). It was with disappointment that we did not see any of the Parish Council at the
showing, therefore | would ask that there is an agenda item at the next Parish Council meeting to discuss
a date for a showing of the film for the Parish Councillors to attend. | would be happy to put on this
showing so that the Parish Council is aware of the emergency nature of the climate and nature crisis that
we are in and that the council can start to incorporate resilience and adaptation into their strategy going
forward.

I am happy to come to the public section of your meeting to give a 5 minute presentation about this
initiative, could you let m know the date?

MATTERS ARISING:

8.1 To RECEIVE a proposal from ClIr Clerk-Smart to RESOLVE to plant fruit trees in several locations in the
village.

8.2 To RECEIVE final details of the James MacCleary MP visit 28™ July 2026.

8.3 To RECEIVE information from ESCC regarding Fingerposts. The good news is that, as the fingerpost in
Rodmell was refurbished last year, there is no immediate concern that it will be replaced with a metal sign.
East Sussex Highways recognises the historic and community value of traditional fingerposts and, wherever
possible, seeks to retain them provided they meet current road safety requirements. However, there are
circumstances where a traditional fingerpost may need to be replaced with a passively safe sign, particularly
if it has reached the end of its life, is structurally unsound, has been involved in a collision, or is located on
an A or B class road where full replacement is required.

It is also important to note that, following the Council's recent budget-setting process, the wooden
fingerpost match-funding budget has been removed as part of wider savings proposals. As a result, East
Sussex County Council is no longer able to provide match funding for the maintenance of traditional
directional signs (fingerposts), and the application process has now been closed.
To help preserve fingerposts in Rodmell, the Parish Council should continue to monitor their condition and
notify us of any deterioration at an early stage. This allows us to assess the sign and advise on the available
options before it reaches a condition where replacement becomes necessary.
If there is a specific fingerpost you are concerned about, please let me know its location and | would be
happy to check its status and provide further advice.

GRASS CUTTING:

9.1 To RECEIVE an update on grass cutting undertaken to-date and to agree any further grounds maintenance
required outside of the regular schedules.

9.2 To RECEIVE details of weeding/tidying needed at the playground site — Clir Toye.

HIGHWAYS:
10.1To RECEIVE an update on the repairs requested to the Vehicle Activated Speed Signs. Hi Lorna,
The planning and undertaking of repairs sits with our contractor. | have chased them just now to provide an
update on if they are any closer to delivering these works.
| appreciate this has taken longer than anticipated and that the scheme is not working as intended just now.
As soon as | get dates | will inform the parish and keep you in the loop.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS: To AGREE or RATIFY comments for any applications received:

11.1 Proposal: Variation of condition 2 (Plans), relating to planning approval SDNP/26/01330/HOUS, for
amendments to the approved drawings; Location: 2 Barley Field Cottages, The Street, Rodmell, East Sussex,
BN7 3HQ (comments by 29 July).

PROJECTS:
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12.1Village Map:

12.1.1 To RECEIVE an update on the installation of the map and to AGREE to pay the expense of Clir Toye.

12.1.2 To DISCUSS and AGREE any further map items to be produced (posters and tea towels) — Clir Toye.

12.2Pavilion and Playing Fields:

12.2.1 To RECEIVE an update on the informal meeting held with Rodmell Cricket Club regarding their
terms of use — ClIr Rathbone and Toye.

12.2.2 To AGREE booking forms for general hire and Rodmell Cricket Club..On website.

12.2.3 To AGREE the future process for arranging bookings for Cricket Club Pavilion and Playing Field Hire
and to discuss any hire arrangements.

12.2.4 To DISCUSS repairs to the Pavilion roof and AGREE next steps — Clir Toye. Quote on website.

12.3Playground:

12.3.1 To AGREE to remove the tree behind the playground shelter — ClIr Clark-Smart.

12.3.2 To RECEIVE an update on donations and funds raised to-date. Just over £7k raised to-date

12.3.3 To RECEIVE an update on the application for CIL funding to SDNPA and LDC. Still pending decision

12.3.4 To RECEIVE an update on the Do | Need Planning Permission enquiry. Due to the height of the
tower, planning permission is required. The working group are looking at options to have a lower
tower height.

12.3.5 To RECEIVE an update on the VEOLIA application.

12.3.6 To RECEIVE an update on the playground boundaries and agree any actions required — Cllrs Hickey
& Clerk-Smart.

12.4 Bus Shelter Repairs:

12.4.1 To RECEIVE details of repairs needed to the bus shelters — Clir Wettern.

12.5Benches:

12.5.1 To RECEIVE an update on the replacement bench by the noticeboard. A donation to cover the cost
of the bench and plaque has been received from Ms Goldman. The bench has been ordered and is
being delivered to Clir Wettern on 22" July.

13. TO PROPOSE AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL.
14. TO RECEIVE THE TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL. 15" September
15. TO CLOSE THE MEETING.



