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RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 19th May 2026, 7pm in 

Rodmell Village Hall. Members in Attendance: Cllrs Rathbone (Chair), Wettern (Vice-Chair), Toye.  Others Present: Clerk 

and RFO, Lorna Thwaites.  

Members of the Public in Attendance: None. No questions received from the Public. 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  RECEIVED and ACCEPTED from Cllrs Barnell, Bentley, Clark-Smart and Hickey.  

2. NO DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS AND NO REQUESTS TO CONSIDER A DISPENSATION WITH RESPECT TO 

ITEMS ON THE AGENDA, as required by the Members Code of Conduct.  

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Rodmell Parish Council held on 

19th May 2026 were RESOLVED to be a correct record and were signed by the Chair.  

4. COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH: 

4.1 To RESOLVE to allow public participation for item 4.2: Not required. 

4.2 To hear from Steve O’Connell, Community Speed Watch Officer and AGREE any actions: Deferred at the 

request of Rodmell Parish Council; a meeting has been arranged and confirmed with S O’Connell as 3rd 

September, 7pm Rodmell Village Hall. 

5. FINANCE AND ADMIN: 

5.1 June & July payments were RATIFIED and the bank reconciliations SIGNED.  

5.2 The Clerk’s leave in August was NOTED. 

5.3 The Council RESOLVED to switch electricity supplier for the Pavilion: After reviewing several quotes the 

Council AGREED to switch to Smartest Energy via Utility Aid. 

5.4 The Council AGREED to seek a quote from Mulberry LAS to act as an internal auditor for 2026-27. 

5.5 The Waste Transfer Notes for each bin were SIGNED. 

5.6 The RPC grant award policy and application form was ADOPTED: The Clerk was asked to send them to the 

Village Hall Committee.   

6. REPORT(S): Any written reports to be taken as read. 

6.1 A report was RECEIVED from James MacCleary MP; the draft minutes from the LDALC AGM were RECEIVED. 

6.2 Wilder Ouse Conference: Deferred. 

7. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:  

7.1 Cricket Pitch Hire – Cllr Barnell: Saturday 28th August 2027; the Clerk to email to request further details. 

7.2 S.E. Water Problems – S.Carroll. NOTED; Cllr Rathbone has responded directly. 

7.3 Family Church Camp – M.Derrick: The Council AGREED to hire the field from Friday 11th September to 

Monday 13th September, with departure by 10am on Monday; a price of £750 was AGREED with a £250 

refundable deposit – to be paid in full by 15th August to confirm the booking; all rubbish to be taken by the 

hirer at the end of their stay and proof of insurance would be required; parking will be via the Croft and at 

the bottom of the field; must not use the Monk’s House car park; Cllr Barnell to be the liaison. 

7.4 Opera Function – P.Toye. AGREED with permission of Mr Wettern.  

7.5 Parish and District Focus Groups with Sussex PCC and Sussex Police – ESALC. NOTED.  

7.6 National Emergency Briefing – N.Myers: The council do not wish to arrange a further showing as anyone 

who had wanted to attend had the opportunity to attend in May.  

8. MATTERS ARISING: 

8.1  To RECEIVE a proposal from Cllr Clerk-Smart to RESOLVE to plant fruit trees in several locations in the 

village: Deferred. 

8.2 The final details of the James MacCleary MP visit 28th July 2026 were RECEIVED and NOTED: Cllr Rathbone 

will open the meeting, and Cllr Toye will help set up. 

8.3 To RECEIVE information from ESCC regarding Fingerposts: NOTED; as the fingerpost in Rodmell was 

refurbished last year, there is no immediate concern that it will be replaced with a metal sign. ESH have 

advised that there are circumstances where a traditional fingerpost may need to be replaced with a 

passively safe sign, particularly if it has reached the end of its life, is structurally unsound, has been involved 

in a collision, or is located on an A or B class road where full replacement is required; ESCC has removed the 

wooden fingerpost match-funding budget as part of wider savings proposals.  

9. GRASS CUTTING: 

9.1 The Council AGREED to ask ACE Landscapes to quote for the annual grass cutting contract and to request a 

meeting with the ESCC contractor to show where cuts are needed. 
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9.2 Details of weeding/tidying needed at the playground site was RECEVED: the Clerk to draft a letter from the 

parish council requesting that the overhanging branches are cut; the Council AGREED to ask Cllrs Hickey and 

Clark-Smart, in their role on the playground working group, to organise a volunteer tidy up/weeding session 

at the playground; Cllr Wettern offered a trailer to take away weeds etc; Clerk to contact Aviemore 

Landscapes regarding the next cut and to gain a quote for weeding if required. 

10. HIGHWAYS: 

10.1 An update on the repairs requested to the Vehicle Activated Speed Signs was RECEIVED: The planning and 

undertaking of repairs sits with the ESH contractor; they have been chased by ESH to provide an update as 

to whether they are any closer to delivering these works.  

11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: To AGREE or RATIFY comments for any applications received: 

11.1  Proposal: Variation of condition 2 (Plans), relating to planning approval SDNP/26/01330/HOUS, for 

amendments to the approved drawings; Location: 2 Barley Field Cottages, The Street, Rodmell, East Sussex, 

BN7 3HQ (comments by 29th July). Comments AGREED: NEUTRAL with no comments. 

12. PROJECTS: 

12.1 Village Map: 

12.1.1 The map is now installed and the Council AGREED to pay Cllr Toye for the expense of the bottle of 

champagne bought.  

12.1.2 To DISCUSS and AGREE any further map items to be produced (posters and tea towels) – Cllr Toye. 

Deferred. 

12.2 Pavilion and Playing Fields:  

12.2.1 An update on the informal meeting held with Rodmell Cricket Club regarding their terms of use was 

RECEIVED: Cllrs Rathbone and Toye discussed how the Cricket Club could assist with maintenance 

work; the Council discussed the possibility of the Cricket Club paying for the extra mows that are 

done specifically for cricket matches with a possible charge of £50 per match which would cover 

the extra mowing and the use of the pavilion facilities; the Council AGREED to discuss this further 

at the September meeting and to invite members of the Cricket Club to the meeting; the Council 

AGREED that Cllr Toye can arrange for the removal of the goal posts at the back of the pavilion.  

12.2.2 The booking forms for general hire and Rodmell Cricket Club were discussed and Cllr Toye will 

update further.  

12.2.3 The Council AGREED that the Cricket Club need to request dates for fixtures at the Playing Fields 

prior to November and that a booking form will need to be completed by them. 

12.2.4 Repairs to the Pavilion roof were discussed and the Council AGREED the following: To ask Rodmell 

Cricket Club to get a quote or consider doing the work themselves; if an outside contractor is used 

(contractor to be appointed by Rodmell Parish Council) the Cricket Club will be asked to contribute 

half of the cost; the work to be done by the September meeting.  

12.3 Playground:  

12.3.1 The tree behind the playground shelter has now been removed. 

12.3.2 An update on donations and funds raised to-date was RECEIVED: Just over £7k raised to-date  

12.3.3 To RECEIVE an update on the application for CIL funding to SDNPA and LDC: The decision is due in 

August.  

12.3.4 An update on the Do I Need Planning Permission enquiry was RECEIVED: Due to the height of the 

tower, planning permission is required; the working group are looking at options to have a lower 

tower height; the Council expressed their view that a tower height not requiring permission would 

be their preference, but no decision was made. 

12.3.5 An update on the VEOLIA application: A grant application will be made when the decision on the 

tower height and need for planning permission has been reached. 

12.3.6 To RECEIVE an update on the playground boundaries and agree any actions required – Cllrs Hickey 

& Clerk-Smart: Deferred 

12.4  Bus Shelter Repairs: 

12.4.1 Details of repairs needed to the bus shelters was RECEIVED: The Newhaven bus shelter needs 

weatherboarding replacing at the lower rear of shelter. 

12.5 Benches: 

12.5.1 The replacement bench by the noticeboard has been ordered and will be delivered to Cllr Wettern 

on 22nd July, for installation: The Council expressed it thanks to Ms Goldman for providing the 

bench.  
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13. AGENDA ITEMS PROPOSED FOR THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL: The 

replacement and location of the noticeboard in Northease. 

14. THE TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL: 15th September, 7pm. 

15. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED. 


