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RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 19th May 2026, 7pm in Rodmell Village Hall. Members in Attendance: Cllrs Wettern (Vice-Chair), Barnell (arrived 19.35), Bentley, Clark-Smart, Hickey, Toye.  Others Present: Clerk and RFO, Lorna Thwaites. 
Members of the Public in Attendance: 0. No questions RECEIVED from the Public.

1. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR:
1.1 Cllr Oliver Rathbone was ELECTED as the Chair for Rodmell Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
1.2 The Chair to sign the Declaration of Office form: DEFER to the next meeting
2. ELECTION OF THE VICE-CHAIR. Cllr Fred Wettern was ELECTED.
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  RECEIVED and ACCEPTED from Cllr Rathbone and NOTED that Cllr Barnell would be arriving late to the meeting.
4. A DECLARATIONS OF AN INTEREST was made by Cllr Wettern: Item 14.2 the land is owned by South Farm; NO REQUESTS FOR A DISPENSATION WITH RESPECT TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA were received. 
5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the ordinary meeting of Rodmell Parish Council held on 24th March 2026 were RESOLVED to be a correct record and were signed by Cllr Wettern, Vice-Chair. 
6. COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS: 
6.1 The current arrangement of committees and working groups were AGREED with no changes.
6.2 Individual areas of responsibility were AGREED with no changes.
7. APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES: 
7.1 Councillor appointments to outside bodies were AGREED with no changes. 
8. RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL DOES NOT MEET THE CRITERIA FOR THE EXERCISE OF THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE due to insufficient elected councillors. 
9. ORDERS, REGULATIONS AND POLICIES were REVIEWED and ADOPTED: 
9.1 Standing Orders
9.2 Financial Regulations
9.3 Members Code of Conduct
9.4 Social Media Policy
10. INSURANCE COVER:
10.1 The COUNCIL RESOLVED to renew the insurance cover by 01 June 2026 and to pay the annual premium of £1183.31. 
11. FINANCE AND ADMIN:
11.1  The Council RESOLVED to pay the following subscriptions, regular payments, and direct debits to other bodies: Subscriptions to SLCC; LDALC; ESALC and NALC; Direct Debits to ICO data protection; EDF Electricity for the Pavilion; Hugo Fox website & emails; Castle Water and Business Stream WasteWater; Standing Orders - Team 4 Solutions – payroll; Clerk Salary; ESPF Pension. The Clerk was asked to research other water suppliers. 
11.2  Banking arrangements for the year were AGREED with no changes.
11.3  April & May payments were RATIFIED, and the bank reconciliation RECEIVED and SIGNED. 
11.4  The year end income/expenditure vs budget at 31 March 2026 was RECEIVED: The Council NOTED that £5110.66 is held in an account ringfenced for the playground project and includes funds raised and donations made.
11.5  The Risk Assessment for 2026 – 2027 was AGREED. 
11.6  The Asset Register was RECEIVED: Asset values were discussed; the Council AGREED it would seek a valuation on the Cricket Pavilion.
11.7  All allotment payments and forms have now been RECEIVED; the final payment was passed to Cllr Wettern for Mr Wettern.
11.8  The Council AGREED to pay the Clerk for the additional 12 hours 50 minutes worked and 10 hours unused leave from 2025-6.
11.9  The Clerk’s request for leave in May was AGREED.
12. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR):
12.1  The Certificate of Exemption was SIGNED by the Clerk and Cllr Wettern, Vice-Chair.
12.2  The results of the Internal Audit were RECEIVED, and thanks were given to Mrs S Webb for the work she has done voluntarily; a thank you to the value of £30 was AGREED and Cllr Clerk-Smart will organise; Mrs Webb will be asked if she would undertake the 2026-7 internal audit. 
12.3 The Clerk and Vice-Chair SIGNED the Annual Internal Audit form for 2025/6. 
12.4  The Council APPROVED the Annual Governance Statement 2025/6, and the Clerk and Chair Signed the AGAR Form 2, Section 1.
12.5 The Council APPROVED the Statement of Accounts 2025/6, and the Chair SIGNED the AGAR Form 2, Section 2. 
13. REPORT(S): 
13.1 The report from James MacCleary, MP was RECEIVED and NOTED. 
14. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
14.1  Response from Alzheimer’s Society -C.Toal: The Council suggested Ms Toal can book the hall directly should she wish to arrange a session.
14.2 Letter for Parish Councillors – Cycle Lewes: The Council RECEIVED and discussed the letter; the Parish Council AGREED that as the land is privately owned grazing land it is not a matter for the Parish Council; any further discussions would need to be between Mr Linton-Crooke and the landowner. 
14.3  National Emergency Briefing – N Myers: The film is being shown on Thursday 21st May.
14.4  Wilder Ouse Catchment Conference – Sussex Wildlife Trust: Cllr Hickey & Clarke-Smart will attend.
14.5 2026 Apprenticeship Roadshows -ESCC: The Council AGREED to promote.
14.6  SI/445 Land Known as Iford Farm – ESCC. NOTED. 
14.7  BBC Casting Call – ESALC. The Clerk was asked to forward the email to Roger Ford and Rodmell Cricket Club.
14.8  Speedwatch – S O’Connell: The Council AGREED to invite Mr O’Connell to the next meeting.
14.9 Payroll Services Fee Adjustment – Team4 Bookkeeping. ACCEPTED. 
14.10 Litter Bin Audit: The Council NOTED the total cost per week is going to be £19.15 (3 bins); the  Clerk will contact ESALC to see if there are any other parishes looking at alternative contractors.
14.11 PTSN Landline switch off guide: The Council AGREED to promote.
14.12 SDNPA Media Release: Have your say on vital placemaking for South Downs: The Council AGREED to promote the consultation; Councillors will complete the consultation as individuals and the Council will not submit a response. 
15. MATTERS ARISING:
15.1  An update on the site/location/installation of the Northease noticeboard was RECEIVED from Cllr Hickey: She has discussed the location with the SaferC7 group as they are looking at the Northease bus stop location; the Council AGREED to defer the purchase of a new noticeboard until the bus stop has progressed; the old noticeboard will be used temporarily.
15.2  To RECEIVE further plans for a unified Rodmell website – Cllr Rathbone: DEFER.
15.3  To RECEIVE a proposal from Cllr Clerk-Smart to RESOLVE to plant fruit trees in several locations in the village: DEFER – Cllr Clerk-Smart is investigating tree options and locations.
16. GRASS CUTTING:
16.1 An update on grass cutting undertaken to-date was RECEIVED: ESCC have cut a couple of weeks ago but not as per the map; the Clerk will re-send the map to ESCC; ACE Landscapes has been arranged around the open gardens; the playground is being cut by Aviemore.
17. HIGHWAYS:
17.1 No further update on the repairs requested to the Vehicle Activated Speed Signs has been received. 
18. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
18.1  SDNP/26/01330/HOUS – 2 Barley Fields Cottages, The Street, Rodmell, East Sussex, BN7 3HQ. Proposal: Application to renew previously granted planning permission SDNP/23/02647/HOUS with absolutely no changes: AGREED: SUPPORT with no comments.
18.2 SDNP/26/01928/LIS Location: Northease Lodge , Newhaven Road, Northease, East Sussex, BN7 3EY
Proposal: Internal alterations including relocation of doors and openings, relocation of ground floor WC and creation of new ensuite and dressing area to first floor. Complete rewiring of property and installation of fire alarms. Installation of over floor heating throughout ground floor. Replacement of gates to north and south sides of garden: AGREED: NEUTRAL with no comments.
19. PROJECTS:
19.1 Village Map:
19.1.1 The map is to be installed on the Abergavenny Arms by Cllr Bentley on 20th May.
19.2 Pavilion and Playing Fields: 
19.2.1 Cllr Toye updated that the key code has been changed, and padlocks are on doors and gates to the Croft; the spare set of keys from previous key holders will be checked by Cllr Toye.
19.2.2 To RECEIVE an update on the informal meeting held with Rodmell Cricket Club regarding their terms of use – Cllr Rathbone and Toye. DEFER.
19.2.3 The proposed Playing Fields and Pavilion Usage Policy was DISCUSSED and the Council RESOLVED to adopt. 
19.3 Playground: 
19.3.1 An update on donations and funds raised to-date was RECEIVED: The Council AGREED to accept a donation of £1,250 raised via a sponsored run undertaken by a young resident of Rodmell; the Council expressed their gratitude for the funds raised.
19.3.2 The application for CIL funding has been sent to SDNPA; the LDC application will be sent once complete. 
19.3.3 The Clerk has submitted a Do I Need Planning Permission enquiry to LDC and paid the fee; their response is pending.
19.3.4 The VEOLIA application is pending for a June application. 
19.3.5 The Council DISCUSSED the playground boundaries: There appears to be a discrepancy between the land registry boundaries; the Clerk will email the project manager requesting she share the title deeds that she holds for the school. 
19.3.6 To RECEIVE an update on the next steps: No further update received.
19.3.7 The project implementation and project management will be undertaken by the playground installation company and is included in their fee.
19.4  Bus Shelter Repairs:
19.4.1 To RECEIVE details of repairs needed to the bus shelters. DEFER.
19.5 Benches:
19.5.1 An update on the replacement bench by the noticeboard: Cllr Barnell has shown the bench options to Mrs Goldman and will confirm to the Clerk which bench to order; the Clerk will ask Ms Goldman for the wording for the plaque; the bench is to be delivered to Cllr Wettern.
20. NO AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL PROPOSED. 
21. THE TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF RODMELL PARISH COUNCIL: Tuesday 21ST July, 7pm Rodmell Village Hall.
22. THE MEETING CLOSED at 20.30.


Approved at a meeting of Rodmell Parish Council held on 21st July 2026	Signed:
